Esther Foss – Priest-in-charge
St A n d r e w’s C h u r c h C o u l s d o n

Hello, I’m Esther, Priest-in-charge at St. Andrew’s Church in
Coulsdon. Here’s a little bit about me.
I was born and brought up in Crewe, Cheshire, where I
attended the local comp. After ‘A’ levels I went up to
Oxford University, where I took a degree in Theology. I was
advised that it was easier to get in to Oxford with Theology
than it was with English! As it turned out, this was a good
move - during this time I began to explore ordination
(much to my surprise). After graduating I worked with
special educational needs children as a Learning Support
In 2005 I was ordained deacon at
Chester Cathedral, and made priest
the following year. I served curacies
in Altrincham and Bramhall before

Assistant and Learning Mentor at two schools in Crewe. I
got through selection and began ordination training at
Westcott House, Cambridge in 2003, where I gained an
MPhil in Church History.

moving to Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, to take up the role of Team Vicar at Holy Trinity in 2009.
In July 2015 I became Priest in Charge of St Andrew’s Coulsdon. It has been an eventful ten years!
I love spending time with my family and friends, particularly my beloved dog. I am currently learning
German, in the hopes that one day ,,Ich werde fließend”. I enjoy reading historical novels, medieval
art, travel and my Mum’s Yorkshire puddings – heaven on a plate!
I believe that Jesus came “so that we might have life in all its abundance” (John 10:10), and that we
are born to ‘manifest the glory of God that is within us.’ Of course, this takes some practice! Most of
us learn better together, so why not come and join us? You would be very welcome (and we do a
good cup of coffee after the service too!)
We look forward to welcoming you.
Best wishes,
Esther
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